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PROTECTING YOUR 
PAPERS 


In the past, many historically valuable papers 
have been lost or destroyed through negligence 
and ignorance of their historical value, through 
fires and other disasters. The Public Archives 
seeks to prevent or minimize such losses. Even 
partially destroyed documents can often be 
saved for posterity. 
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One of the chief functions of the Public 
Archives is the preservation of documents. Frail 
and discoloured documents may be restored 
and preserved for future generations by such 
sophisticated conservation methods as lamina- 
tion and deacidification. Very valuable docu- 
ments may also be bound to ensure even 
greater protection. 


The Public Archives also makes papers avail- 
able for research. Documents are arranged and 
sorted and placed in sturdy boxes specially 
designed for the purpose. Most units of papers 
are open to all researchers but some are acces- 
sible only to those who have received permis- 
sion to view them from the donor or his 
authorized agent. Papers of a contemporary 
nature are often restricted to protect the 
privacy of persons who are still living. 


Some of the more frequently consulted and 
more precious papers are microfilmed to 
protect them against the hazards of frequent 
use, thus also making them available to 
researchers across the country through inter- 
library loans services. 
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In its continuing search for historical papers, 
the Public Archives requests and invites the 
assistance of all Canadians, and others, who 
know of the existence of such papers. 


Further information about the policies and 
programmes of the Public Archives may be 
obtained by writing to: 


Public Archives of Canada 
395 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A ON3 
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